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Daisy Troop #78170 (based out of Fpswich, MA) spends an afternoon with Dr.
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Old Fashioned Base Ball
on the North Shore

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

REGIONAL — With the snows flying and temperatures in rthe teens, it may be

| hard t believe that baseball is only a few weeks away.

‘The Boston Red Sox equipment wruck has left for Florida, a festive annual

' cvent at Tenway Patk, which team presidenc Larry Lucchino called “s harbinger
. of spring.” Spring training pracrices stare this week, The first games are only 2
- week away.

Coatloned on page 3

Visits Muddy Creek

|

Pl aourmesy of Muddy Creck Anlmal Care Center

Lizkert ar Muddy Creck Animal Care Ceneer, in Rowley, kearning about the
importance of bringing pets in for a yearly wellness visir.

Photo courtesy of Esscx Pase Ball Organiztion,

Comina Avoids the Chopping Block

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

NEWBURYPORT - Lasc week the signs wene up in the windows of Comina, a
bome furniture and furnlshings score, thar annaunced the store would be closing
this weck because its lease could not be renegotiared.

After six years on Pleasanc Smeet, owo doors from che U.S. Post Office, the
Nicholas family, which awns ninec Comina stores in New England, faced an impasse
in pegoriations for a new lease with building owner, Dave Williamson.

The signs in the window ac the dog-friendly store said: “We'll miss all of you,
especially our four-legged friends”

The news spreac like an old-fashioned fire through the streets of this historic
sezport town. Other store owners, like Beverly Buccheri ar BC Essentials three stores
away and Amy Williams, who owns a women's clothing score, were dlseraught,

. i N n rLyll:
Karen Waod (left) and Mary Donaboc celebrate in front of & Mariposa display ar
the store,

Customers began to rally, sending emails to the store and to che store ownets,
asking them to reconsider closing the Newburyport Comina swre.

Loyal customer Leslie Barron of Newburyport wrote w Amy Nicholas, the chief
operating officer, “T am so 5o sad t see the store closing, I love the glels, Mary, the
shop, the furnitare and everything Comina represents.

“Since we have moved in this past May, my husband and I have spent a lot of
money and a lot of time with them decoraring our new home. They have been the
best and I have loved everpthing 1 have gotten, You have also provided incredible
service in standing behind your products as well. We have sent numerous people to
the store and they have had the same experience.”

Ludwig Bsdeler, a2 New Hmnpshi.re customer, also wrote ﬂsldng Nicholas to
reconsider.

“There are no stores in the area that come even femotely close to catrying such
sophisticared, contemporary, and beautiful furnicure like you do that is being
explained 1o the diencele by a well informed, unpretentious, and polite staff” he
wrote in an email to che store headquarrers in Connecticur,

Bstieler was surprised at the decision to close, he wrote, because of all “the
opportunites that seem w abound in the greater area of Newburyporc”

Contibued an page 3

Atlantic Surgical Associates and Vein Institute
21 Highland Avenue, Suite 5, Newburyport, MA (1850
978-462-8000 + www.RethinkVarlcoseVaing.com

Are your legs tired and heawy || Done in
at the end of the day? 10.
We have the answer for varicose veins. 1

* Under 1 hour offics procedure - drive yourself home d “_P to

* Less pain, less scarring $1 million,

= More than 1,600 procedures performed since 2005 10-Year Fived Rate

Dr. David Swierzewski Restdeiia/ Morsgege
Na poinest®
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Comina Avoids the Chopping Block
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He notwed rthat Newburypert’s
economy 5 thriving with a growing
mumber of rourists and new residents.
People complain thatitis difficult vo find
ahome 1o buy or renc in the increasingly
pepular cicy,

And that is before real estate developer
Stephen Karp builds a new hotel or
the Newburyport Redevelopment
Authority proceeds with its plans for che
Merrimack River waterfront project.

“We currencly live close ro Portsmouth
and wsuslly shop stores in Boston and
vicinicy ro find furnicute and interlor
design items, including Circle Furnirure
and Crate & Bamrel in Buclingron,
among others. So do many others we
know in Southeast NH, The reason
is stmple: ‘There are no sophisticated
interior design and furnicure  stores

north of the Boston atea. Thar iz, except
for yours.”

Then the vendoss weighed in. Jos
Nicholas, who has been buying for the
stores since his mother opened the first
one_in West Hartford, CN, 1note than
a quareer century 2go, gor calls from
several of che companies thar sell their
prodlucts at the shop,

“The owner of MariposainManchester-
bry-the-Sez was shocked thar the Comina
shop in Newbutyport was closing. She
said rhar shop sells more of her eleganc
tableware and well-designed gift ware
than almost any store in rhe counry,

Vanguard, a Netth Carolina furniture
malcer, was also stunned thar Comina
would close iz Newburyport shop.

Amy Nicholas said “Tr was 2 very hard
decision (to close the store). Wich such
an ourpouring of sentiment, It really

made us think. We heard them. We
really appreciate it."

So Jos Nicholss and Williamson
made a last dicch effort to negotiate 2
new lease, They reached a preliminary
deal by dhe middle of Jast week,

“It has been a roller coaster ride,” said
store manager Mary Donahoe.

By Thursday morning, Nicholas
texted Donahoe thar it was a done deal.

“We're back,” Donahoe cheered.

Customers  began  showing up
Thorsday afternven w  congraculace
Donahoe and her team, Karen Wood
and Lisa Ridabock, on the owners'
decision 1o keep the swre open.

Oue customer who walks by the shop
ot the way to the Post Office daily said
he is confused.“Onc day you ate open,”
he said. “The next you are closed. Now
you are open again, Yeah!”

Old Fashioned Base Ball on the North Shore

Continued from page 1

Bur the Red Sox are not the only
baseball around,

If you are 2 baseball fan, like so
many New Englanders are, you may
alsa want to come out to wawch how
base ball (it was spelled ay two words
until the 1880s) was played in its early
days, mote than 2 century ago.

The Essex Base Ball Organization, a
non-profit group thar strives to educate
and recreate haseball as it was played
in the 1860s, is gearing up for its 12th
season with ics first game set for the
first weekend in May at the Spencer-
Pierce-Lirde farm in Newbury. Early
spring practices statt in April.

Expanding to four tzams this year,
the league plays games toughout the
stuminet, often attracting other vintage
base ball mams from across the country.
‘This year, the league is adding a ream
from Rockingham, NH, to join with
three weams that played last year ~ the
Newburyport Clamdiggers, the Lowell
Nine and the Lynn Live Oaks.

Baschall has evolved a lot over the
mote than a century and a half 1c has
been America’s game. The Essex Base
Ball weams play a very different pame,
Pitching is done underhand, Overhand
pitching was started in 1885 There are
no gloves. A hit can be caught on the

LEGAL NOTICE

ROWLEY CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

In accordance with the Town of
Rowley Siormwater Management
and Erogion Control Bylaw, as
amended, a Public Hearing wilt be
held on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at
7:45 PM at the Town Hall Annex
located at 39 Central Street, 1o
consider a Stonmwaler Meanage-
ment Permit application filed by
The Rasidence of Carriage Pines
LLC, for proposed construction of
eighteen duplex imites, to paved
driveways for access, proposed
sewage disposal system, sform-
water management area and other
utilities at 237 Dodge Rd (Map 9,
Parcel 21) in Rowley, MA.

Doug Waison, Chair
Rowley Conservation Commisssion

bounce for an ous. And any ball that
is hit between the lines is fair even if
it bounces into foul territory before it
passes out of the infield.

‘The players, ot balliscs, as they wete
called in the 1%th century, dress in
period reproducdon uniforms — long
trousers and a shleld shirt ot In 3 fater
style lace shire and knickers.

They play mostly In open fields, not
large stadiums, Much like in the movle,
A Field of Dreams, there may be com
prowing in che ourfield and goats
running freely through the game.

To the regret of the league's 50
players, there are no huge salaries or
sipning bonuses, “T wish," said Brian
Sheehy, one of the original organizers.
“I am waiting for mine in the mail.”

‘The vinmge baseball league was
started by the Danvers Historical
Society, and the first sponsor was the
Essex Herirage Foundatlon.

Mayhe because baseball and beer
have always gone well copether, the
league's primaty sponsor now s
Ipswich Ale. And spectators, called
crankers in the old days, can enjoy
an Ipswich Ale and other beews ar
the games, which arc ofien played in
conjunction wich pepular festivals and
on holiday weekends.

‘The games run much quicker than

modern professional baseball. In the
three hours it may take the Red Soxs o
beat the New York Yankees, the Essex
Base Ball teams can play a full two

games.

Playing base ball the old fashioned
way may seem simple. But it s not
chr.'ap. The uniforms cost $150 each,
the bats $80 and the balls $20, So the
non-profit otganizaton is also looking
this spring to find other sponsors 10
join Ipswich Ale in sponsering the
Eﬂnes.

The revival of vintage base ball
began in the 1980s. Sheehy said there
wete teams in New York and Rhode
Istand 30 years ago. And the sport has
been very popular In the Midwest for
decades.

Sa when you are sitting at Fenway
Park this year or kicking back in front of
the TV with an ale, understand that the
highly paid athletes you are watching
owe 2 lot o men like Alexander Joy
Cartwright and Doc Adams and many
others who formed the first team, the
Knickerbocker Base Ball Club, in New
York City in 1845,

To pay wibure to that greac heritage,
join in the fun or make a denation to
the Essex Base Ball Organization, visit
Wwwusmbascbaﬂ.wutdptess.mm or

email top historyball@yahoo,com.

Merrimack River Entrance
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Wildemess Systems - Old Town
Parcaption - Necky
QOcean Kayak
Canoes
{978) 4650312  Mad River - Old Tawn - Radisson

KAYAKS

Since k954

Sea View

An extended Care Community

www.seaviewretreat.com

Retreat

% MANSION DRIVE « ROWLEY, MA « JUST OFF ROUTE 1A

Come In for a visit and 1:m|1pm'e!LE

(978)-948-2552

+Private & Semi-Private Rooms
with Baths and Beautiful Views

+ Medicare/ Medicaid certified

» Social Services-Speech,
Physical, Occupalional, &
Massage Therapies i

« Full Activity Program

«and much more...

BRIGHTS

Byfield, Rowley, lpawich, Geoigeivwn, Hemilon, Tepstield

DRIVING SCHOOL

thack us sut..
. There le s
difTerencall

878-356-3833

78 Turnplke Road ~ |pswith, MA 01938
Route U.5.#1 N.8. Jusi north of Linebrook Rosd

FEBRUARY VACATION WEEK
Feb 18 thru Feb 22, 9am to 4pm

Resprve your seat... Sign up NOW.., go anline

www. BrightsDrivingSchool.com

| CPR N MORE CORP

L}
Call teday for next class .
978-948-2700 N
cprmore@verizonnet

)

| ————— o —

Health Caore Trairing Center NOW OPEN n Rowley

CPR Cartifications
Recertification

Heimlich training

Home health aid training

NICOLE REILLY

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
(978) 462-3700
REILLYLAW | @ VERIZON.NET
102 BRIDGE ROAD,
SALISBURY, MA 01952

Aftorney Reilly’s cllents
will aitest to her
tenacity:

[ “Nimle Raitly bas boromia a frasied
mrember of our famidy, T keap ber

businass card in my wallet and ber]
seahes in gy comtarts - fust in
caw.” - 2012

“T ga ta Astorngy Reilly with every
Jogad maiter I bave for mysolf” or ary
bunsiners, she is sy smmart and o
Sremeely tharosgh.” - 2012

“Thore is nobady sl as far as I amr

concgrned - graat ferson and top of
the lgal fiedd.” - 2012

CRIMINAL DEFENSE:

|o.ul/D.WIL
b | ASSAULT AND BATTERY
RESTRAINING ORDERS
DRUG OFFENSES
DRIVING OFFENSES
LARCENY
CLERK-MAGISTRATE HRARTNGS
PROBATION ISSUES
SEALING CRIMINAL RECORDS
ALL OTHER CRIMINAL MATTERS

PERSONAL INJURY:

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS
SLIPS AND FALLS

GENERAL PRACIICE:

CONTRACTS
FIREARMS LICENSING
LAND-USE/ZONING

Nicole Reilly is the exclusively listed
Criminal and Civil attorney on Newburyport.com




